


17th December 2021 

 

Dear City Academy Whitehawk Families, 

 

Merry Christmas! 

 

Thank you all for your support during this half term – we were so sorry to need to 
cancel the attendance of large groups of visitors for our school performances. I can 
assure you, they were some of the very best ones yet. You’ll find more information 
on how to access these inside this letter! 

 

I am pleased to share with you Mr. Chick’s amazing club offer for the Spring Term. 
He emailed you about this earlier in the week and the timetable for a wide variety 
of free clubs for our children is available in this letter. 

 

Please read every page of this letter and check the attachment to my email that 
accompanies it. 
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Please check your emails for a message sent home by Mr. Chick earlier this week! 



In the second week of our ‘book-vent’ we 

opened some brilliant new books, including 

three by the author who set up the trust 

(Siobhan Dowd)! We got some copies of firm 

favourites, like Michael Rosen’s Chocolate 

Cake and got to grips with some more 

modern stories like When Stars Are Scattered 

– a graphic novel about two Kenyan 

refugees. The looks of excitement on 

children’s faces says it all! 
 



Our third and final week of 

book-vent added to the 

excitement of the last week of 

term and we unwrapped these 

fantastic texts! They will all be 

ready for children to borrow 

from the school library.  
 



Congratulations to:  

- Maiya and Isla from Reception 

- Parker from Year 2  

- Justin from Year 3 

- Jasmine, Daisy and Anoushka from Year 5 

- Macy from Year 6  

for being the lucky winners of the raffle.  

Will it be you next time?  
 



• 674 tickets were entered into this term’s raffle! 

• That’s 3, 370 reads at home!  

• A 930 read increase on Reading Raffle 1! 

• The top ticket earning classes were: Barn Owls 

(114), Herons (77) and Magpies (67) 

• The top 4 ticket earning books were:  

145 tickets           105 tickets                 84 tickets                      137 tickets  

The new Reading Raffle Prizes will be announced in the first week back! 



Please continue to read over the Christmas holidays with your child. You 

can carry on putting entries, one per day, into the Reading Record. There is 

the potential to get at least 15 reads over the holidays so children could 

earn themselves three whole Reading Raffle Tickets on Day One of the new 

term! Children can read school books or home books for their Reading 

Record. 

 

If your child has forgotten to bring their Reading Record home, please 

record the reads on a piece of paper to give to their teacher when we 

return to school.  

 

The new selection of Reading Raffle  

Books will be announced in the first  

week of term.  

 

We hope you enjoy spending some of the time away from school reading 

with friends and family.  



 

Attendance at City Academy 
Dear Parents/Carers 

We are celebrating Excellent Attendance this week, and we are 

delighted that an amazing 120 children have 97% attendance 

or more for the whole Autumn Term! Look out for our new special 

Excellent Attendance certificates which are going home with these 

children. 

Being in school every day is so important as it means that 

children aren’t missing out on learning or any of the other aspects 

of school, so please please please carry on sending children into 

school whenever possible. 

As always, if you have any questions about attendance or 

absences please speak to Mrs Storey in the school office every 

morning until 11.00am. 

 

 

 



Congratulations to 
Mr Isaacs’ Kites Class and Mr McAdam’s Eagles Class 

who were the overall class winners with 

the best attendance for the first half 

term up to 22nd October.  

These children enjoyed a  

Hot Chocolate Party 

in the hall with  

Mrs Storey after the holiday. 

Which classes will be our next  

term’s Hot Chocolate winners..? 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Children with 97% - 100% Attendance this term will be bringing home a Certificate. 

Well done! This year, your child’s attendance figure will not include any absences 

relating to the coronavirus and some other exceptional authorised absences.  



Keep an eye out for some EXCELLENCE 
certificates coming home today!  

 

Please could you ask your child what they 
did to an excellent standard this week? 



PE Kits 
We have decided to continue asking children to come into 

school in their PE kits on their PE days during the Spring term.  

Please ensure your child is wearing suitable PE kit, especially 

footwear, on their PE days below. As ever, it is fine for them to 

wear trackies and school jumpers during the colder weather. 

PE days have changed for many children so please see below: 

Please wear PE kit into school on these days: 

YG Recepti

on 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Day 

Monda

ys 

Tuesdays Tuesdays Thursdays Wednesday

s 

Wednesda

ys 

Mondays 

Wednesday

s 

Fridays Fridays Thursdays Fridays Thursday

s 



We were very disappointed not to be able to have you attend our Christmas shows this week but Mr. McAdam and Mr. Chick 

have done a phenomenal job of sourcing specialist cameras and creating special videos for you to see. We were especially 

disappointed not to have you in the building as these were some of the very best performances  that children have ever, ever 

produced at CAW so I’d like to publicly congratulate the children and the year group teams and Mrs. Elliott. We hope you enjoy 

watching them by clicking the screenshot below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.caw.brighton-hove.sch.uk/christmas-performances-2021/


Mr. McAdam has a rapidly growing number of children earning their number fact FLUENCY 

BADGE. Well done, guys. 

 

Please can you join us in helping your children to learn their number bonds to ten (eg. 4 + 6 = 

10) and start to learn all single digit addition facts (eg. 5 + 7 = 12)? Knowing these facts helps 

children to be much more successful in all other areas of maths. 

 

Children sit a national times tables assessment at the end of Year 4, by which time they should 

know all of their times tables facts. Please study these at home – we’ll be teaching them at 

school too. I look forward to organising maths workshops for parents when restrictions are 

lifted. Children in Key Stage 2 can be tested by Mr. McAdam to win their Fluency Badge! 





Change to Planned Dates 

We hope that guidance and risk-level will enable us 
to invite you back in to school in the Spring Term for 
our Parent consultations and Parent Engagement 
Events. If not, we will organise to do these remotely. 

 

Parent Consultations will be held on Tuesday 1st and 
Wednesday 2nd February. You’ll receive a sign up 
letter nearer the time. 

 

Our Parent Engagement events are still scheduled for 
the Week Beginning 7th February – we’ll have 
updates about this for you in the new year. 



Dates for your Diary 
Our term dates for 21/22 are online: click here to see them. 

 

Friday 17th December: Christmas Jumper Day and End of Autumn 2 

Friday 17th December: School closes at 13:00 

Wednesday 5th January: Start of Spring 1 

Tuesday 1st and Wednesday 2nd February: Parent/Carer Consultation 

Friday 4th February: Inset Day 

Wb. 7th February TBC: Parent Engagement Events 

Friday 11th February: End of Spring 1 

Monday 21st February: Start of Spring 2 
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I hope this letter has provided you with information you need; please do not hesitate to get in touch 

or check through previous newsletters. 

 

Thanks again for your support during this new phase of the pandemic and working so 

collaboratively with us. You’ve been so understanding and flexible about the changes we’ve made in 

the past month. I sincerely hope that I do not need to write to you over Christmas to let you know 

that school life will be different in January due to the pandemic. Lets keep our fingers crossed for 

safe and well friends and family and school as we know it. 

 

Have a wonderful Christmas with your families. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Thomas McMorrin 

Headteacher 

https://www.caw.brighton-hove.sch.uk/stream/newsletters/full/1/-/

