


Congratulations, thank you

and good luck
As you know, this week saw the end of an era.

Tina Reynolds, Special Educational Needs and Disabilities

Coordinator, has been serving the Whitehawk community for

over two decades. We gave her a special send off today, wishing 

her the best of luck with the start of her retirement. Tina has 

been a proactive, passionate, committed advocate for children 

and families for years here and she'll be sorely, sorely missed. 

She’s had such a lasting impact on so many young people and 

their families that I’m sure you feel the same.

We presented Tina with some beautiful, purple (of course!), gifts 

from the children and staff here at school this afternoon and 

spent some time talking about special memories. We’ll miss her 

very much but look forward to hearing all about her new 

adventures.

She was over-awed and grateful with the magnificent gifts she 

received from many of you this week. I’m sure you join us in 

thanking Tina and wishing her a well-earned rest.

Please don’t forget that you can always get in touch with me, or 

any member of the leadership team with issues related to SEND; 

our Assistant SENDCo and your child’s class teacher are always 

happy to help and answer any questions you might have so 

don’t hesitate to email us at cawadmin@auroraacademies.org

with SEND in the subject box or catch us on the gates in the 

morning.

mailto:cawadmin@auroraacademies.org


Friday 31st March

Dear City Academy Whitehawk Families,

It’s been a very busy and successful week in school with lots going on: thank you so much to those of you who 

came in to school for our Family Engagement Events – it was great to have you back in the building. Working 

together means the world to us.

This Spring term has been unusually fragmented but we are pleased to report that children continue to 

perform really, really well against our very high expectations. Our corridors remain vibrant adverts for the 

excellence that children produce in their lessons. We’ve had many visitors to school this term who have 

commented not only upon the exceptionally high standard of work that children produce but also their 

engagement in lessons and their positive behaviours in and around the building. This is something we’re very 

proud of – please be sure to ask your children what they received learning tickets for this term! They’ve 

demonstrated bags of effort and achieved personal excellence.

I ask, as ever, that you read this newsletter in detail so that you’re aware of everything going on at school. 

Please note the changes to PE days and the invitation to our sessions for families to learn about our RSE 

curriculum.

City Academy Whitehawk
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Angela Dolan Business Manager
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Attendance at City Academy

I am so proud to be awarding

EXCELLENT ATTENDANCE 

certificates to 133 children who have 

achieved 97% attendance or above for the whole 

term since January. 

This term every certificate comes 
complete with a tiny chick… ☺





Summer Term PE Days & Kits 
We continue to ask that children come to school in their PE

kits on their PE days. Please remember, as ever, that it is fine

to wear trackies and school jumpers. We must ask that PE

kit reflects our school colours, if it is not official uniform.

Please wear PE kit into school on these days:

YG Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

Day Mondays

Tuesday Wednesday Wednesday Monday Thursday Monday

Wednesday
Thursday

Friday
Thursday Friday Tuesday

Children should bring an appropriate change of clothes for

after school sport clubs.



For more information about BYOBrain project please click here. 

A massive thank you to Sussex University and BACA for hosting Year 6! We had a great 

time learning about neuroscience and the brain from some outstanding scientists!  

The session was interactive and allowed us to explore and learn

About how the brain works, these were truly excellent to 

Experience! 

Another part of the project was to create a “brain” (see above), 

these brains will all be put together to make a fantastic book case 

for the Jubilee library. This will be displayed from April 1st for 

three weeks and then it will be brought to the International 

Neuroscience Conference at the Brighton Centre! 

https://meetings.bna.org.uk/byobbrighton/


For more information about skate parks in Brighton and Hove please click here. 

We have been so lucky to welcome Ricardo and Joe from the Brighton and Hove Skate 

Park Team. They have been in school working with 10 children from Year 6 to help 

develop confidence and new skills before secondary school. 

The sessions were amazing and all children made incredible progress! Here are some 

comments about the sessions:    

“I am so happy that I 
can ollie and drop in 
now. I saw my friends 
become more confident 
and now I am also…” -
Danny

https://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/libraries-leisure-and-arts/sport-and-activity/skateparks-brighton-hove


The Zoo That Comes To You!
Year 5 and 2 were really lucky to have an amazing theatre show all linked to our 

science topics. Year 5 had also been learning about palm oil, rainforests and 

deforestation in their geography lessons so it was a real hit! Thanks to the 

AMAZING Scarlet Oak Theatre Company for putting on such a great show!



New Library Books!

We’ve responded to lots of 
children’s requests to get more of 

the Little People Big Dreams books 
and this is what Year 4/5/6 walked 

into on Monday morning’s 
assembly! Who can read them all?



Reading Raffle 4 Results! 

Congratulations to this term’s winners!
Alivia from Hatchlings

Annie, Sydney-Rose and Kieron from Reception

Lily, Maiya, Amelia P, Harley A and Lana from Year 1

Millie from Year 2 

Jazmine, Flo, Sahira, Maggie-May and Albie from Year 3

Veera from Year 4

Summaya, Ava and Keeley from Year 5



Reading Raffle 5!
Reading Raffle 5 in underway! Please see the below links to 
learn more about each pick. 

The Story Orchestra –
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rD6ZR0RKdRg
The Lost Leopard –
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8EX4CEQtjac
Loki: A Bad God’s Guide To Taking The Blame –
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gqolsTlmpOo

Skandar and the Unicorn Thief –
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HGfysC3ucKw

King Flashy Pants and the Toys of Terror –
https://www.waterstones.com/book/king-flashypants-and-
the-toys-of-terror/andy-riley/9781444929614
The Hunt For The Nightingale –
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C5QzNzEd-y4
The Skies Above My Eyes –
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zxqAOWJlrx4

Choose Your Own – This is the child’s own pick; what ever 
they want! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rD6ZR0RKdRg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8EX4CEQtjac
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gqolsTlmpOo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HGfysC3ucKw
https://www.waterstones.com/book/king-flashypants-and-the-toys-of-terror/andy-riley/9781444929614
https://www.waterstones.com/book/king-flashypants-and-the-toys-of-terror/andy-riley/9781444929614
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C5QzNzEd-y4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zxqAOWJlrx4


Support your local football team!

Show the voucher below for a child to get FREE entry to see Whitehawk FC playing, as long 
as they are accompanied by an adult (who only has to pay £5)

The next home game at The TerraPurra Ground is vs. Chichester City on Saturday 8th April

Come on you Hawks! 



Choking Prevention 
CAPT have issued advice on choking prevention in young children.

It includes information on foods to avoid, foods to cut up, prop feeding, advice 

on small objects and support on what to do if a young child or baby is choking.

Avoid these foods – for babies and young children
While it’s possible for a child to choke on anything, some foods pose more of a risk than others and should be 

avoided until your child is a more competent eater.

Follow this link to find out more: https://capt.org.uk/choking-prevention/

https://capt.org.uk/choking-prevention/




If you would like to help with 
constructing the float, you would 

be very welcome. We have 
approximately 40 places for 

children to join us on the Parade on 
Sunday 7th May, and to keep things 
fair, we will be giving preference to 

families who have made a 
significant contribution to these 

sessions. Please contact the school 
office at 

cawadmin@auroraacademies.org
or speak to Mr. Wood on the 
playground to register your 

interest! Dates are shown on the 
left.

Our plans for an incredible Children’s 
Parade float are bubbling along 

amazingly well…all thanks to the 
wonderful family volunteers!
The theme for our parade is
the invention of shampoo.

Check out Energy the Tiger taking shape!

mailto:cawadmin@auroraacademies.org


In order to complete our float, we’d 
love to have donations of the 
following used materials:

• Cotton T-shirts (black and white)
• Bubble wrap
• Sequins/ribbon
• Milk bottles
• Indian style fabrics
• Black fur (fake, not real!)
• Pool noodles/insulation tubes

It’s incredibly important to us as a school 
that we make the float using 

recycled/reused/sustainable materials, 
and absolutely do not want families to 

spend money on this!

If you have any of the listed materials 
that you can donate, we’d be incredibly 

grateful. Please hand them in to the 
office for Mr. Wood. 



Check out some of the amazing entries to the 
competition. Prizes and Easter chocolate 
were funded by the proceeds from our 

previous Cake Sale and the generosity of PTA 
members. Thank you all so much!



We raised a whopping £153.86
We can feel so proud that our community has been so giving.

Thank you!



So far 82% of our 
parents/carers have signed 

up to use the App. 

You should have 
received the activation

email, if you are
having any problems

activating the App
please contact the school 

office.

We are aiming to use this 
Portal as our main 

Communication channel, 
this will help reduce the 
amount of paper used in 

school.



Did you know that in our Autumn Parent Survey, 90% of

families reported that they agreed / strongly agreed that

their child had ‘lots of opportunities to take part in school

clubs and activities’? We were very pleased with this

feedback.

We look forward to publishing our Summer offer on

Wednesday 19th April, ready for an April 24th start.

Our ‘first come, first served’ ParentPay sign up process will

open at 18:00 on Wednesday 19th April. With the exception

of karate, we are very proud of our commitment to funding

all after school clubs for children.

Summer Term Clubs



Comic Club at Whitehawk Library 

Whitehawk library are offering a free comic making club for Year 4 – 6, running for 6 weeks 
starting on Thursday 20th April. As this club starts at 3:30 (and runs until 4:30), we are offering 
to take children to attend this club over to the library and stay with them until 3:30, where 
they will be handed over to James, the comic club tutor. This club is completely run by the 
library service and not CAW. Pick up will be at 4:30 directly from Whitehawk Library. To book 
this club, and find out more information, please follow this link: 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/comic-club-at-whitehawk-library-free-6-week-course-tickets-
594577265607

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/comic-club-at-whitehawk-library-free-6-week-course-tickets-594577265607
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/comic-club-at-whitehawk-library-free-6-week-course-tickets-594577265607




Hi Everyone,

Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 children will 

be sent home with a sound booklet this week. 

This contains sound practice sheets which 

match the sounds they are learning in their 

Phonics lessons.

These booklets can stay in your child’s 

Reading folder, or stay at home. When 

your child practises a sound with you, you 

can record it as a read in their Reading 

record.

Thank you,

Miss Varco



Air
4892 points

Fire
5672 points

Water
5698 points

Earth
5047 points

Each week there are two classes who win a Class 
Reward. Congratulations to these previous winners: 

Year 1 to 3 Years 4 to 6

Week 1 Woodpeckers Magpies

Week 2 Puffins Jackdaws

Week 3 Goldfinches Herons

Huge congratulations to WATER HOUSE for their triumph in the Spring 2 Learning 
Ticket competition. Children from Years 1 to 6 enjoyed a PE AND EASTER CRAFT 

session, accompanied by some absolutely BANGING TUNES! There are some snaps on 
the next slide…





After the Easter break, we will be focusing on 
ASPIRATION: that means always working hard to 

achieve your own personal best results, and being 
the best ‘you’ you can be.

It could be you!

Years 1-6



Summer 1 Week 1 CAW Quality of the Week: ASPIRATION

Caroline Lucas MP Green Party Member of Parliament
Caroline Lucas was the first Leader of the Green Party
and is still an MP for Brighton. In our democratic
society we are free to choose who we vote for: we
celebrate Caroline Lucas for her leadership and
aspiration to make the world a better place, but
respect that all people should be allowed to express
their own political beliefs. As a school, we do not
support any one political party.

CAW Significant Figure of the Week

Caroline 
Lucas 

biography 
(for older 
children)

Article 4

Governments 
must make 

sure children 
are allowed 
these rights

The Green 
Party in 60 

seconds 
(CBBC)

Children ask 
former 

Green Party 
leader 

questions 
(BBC)

https://carolinelucas.com/caroline/biography
https://carolinelucas.com/caroline/biography
https://carolinelucas.com/caroline/biography
https://carolinelucas.com/caroline/biography
https://carolinelucas.com/caroline/biography
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ouilaic1490
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ouilaic1490
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ouilaic1490
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ouilaic1490
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wqr3_EZD_yg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wqr3_EZD_yg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wqr3_EZD_yg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wqr3_EZD_yg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wqr3_EZD_yg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wqr3_EZD_yg


We’ve been shining a bright light on the 
CAW Quality EFFORT over the last week. 
We’ve discussed what it looks like to put 

bags of EFFORT in to our learning!



Spring 2 Week 6 CAW Quality of the Week: EFFORT

William Shakespeare (1564-1616)
Arguably the greatest writer of all time!

William Shakespeare is famous all over the world as 
one of the most talented writers of all time. However, 
talent is not enough…it also takes serious effort to 
produce 39 plays and 154 sonnet poems. How many 
Shakespeare characters and plays can you name…?

CAW Significant Figure of the Week

Who was 
William 

Shakespeare 
and why was 
he famous? 

(Newsround)

Article 30
Children have 

the right to 
use their own 

language, 
religion and 

culture

To Wee or Not 
to Wee by 

Pamela 
Butchart

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/31941581
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/31941581
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/31941581
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/31941581
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/31941581
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/31941581
https://nosycrow.com/product/to-wee-or-not-to-wee/
https://nosycrow.com/product/to-wee-or-not-to-wee/
https://nosycrow.com/product/to-wee-or-not-to-wee/
https://nosycrow.com/product/to-wee-or-not-to-wee/


Dates for your Diary
Our term dates for 22/23 are online: click here to see them.

Friday 31st March: End of Term 2

Monday 17th April: Start of Summer 1

Monday 1st May: Bank Holiday

Monday 8th May: Bank Holiday

Tuesday 9th May: Start of SATs week

Thursday 25th May: Art Exhibition [tbc]

Friday 26th May: INSET

Monday 5th June: Start of Summer 2

https://www.caw.brighton-hove.sch.uk/term-dates-2020-21/
https://www.caw.brighton-hove.sch.uk/term-dates-2021-22/
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/city-academy-whitehawk/UploadedDocument/1c980cb5-c2ed-4dc8-bb92-9dd3ffec6f9e/2022-23-caw-calendar.pdf


I hope this letter has provided you with all the information you need but please do not hesitate to 

get in touch or check through previous newsletters catalogued on our website.

Have a fantastic two week break with your loved ones! As I reminded the children this afternoon… 

there are enough days between now and the return to school to earn three whole reading raffle 

tickets! You can do it!

I look forward to seeing you on Monday 17th April.

Yours sincerely,

Thomas McMorrin

Headteacher

https://www.caw.brighton-hove.sch.uk/stream/newsletters/full/1/-/
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