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Thursday 14th November 2024

Dear City Academy Whitehawk families,

It’s been wonderful to have welcomed everyone back after half term and to have really hit the ground running: the children are 

working so hard, and seeing the pride they take in their work is truly inspirational. It was fantastic to see the children coming to 

school in non-uniform to support Children in Need today: a big thank you to all of the families that made donations to such a 

wonderful cause.

We are proud to support the incredible work that Class Divide are doing to ensure children across Brighton and Hove have access to 

a fair offer for their education. We will be welcoming them to City Academy Whitehawk next Tuesday (19th November), when they will 

be interviewing families of current Year Six children: please see the following slide for more details. This is a chance for Whitehawk 

families to have your voices heard about changes to secondary school admissions, so we’d really value your input and time if you are 

able to meet for a twenty minute interview. Please click here to see Class Divide’s website and find out more about their vision to 

create more educational equality across our city.

We’ve come to the end of a marvellous Maths Week, and have enjoyed sharing lots of creative mathematical challenges and puzzles 

with CAW students. Until Friday afternoon, every Times Table Rockstar correct answer goes towards our score in a Trust-wide 

competition, so please continue encouraging children to practise their skills. Full details of how to access TTRS are on Slide 4.

I’m looking forward to holding a Family Forum to discuss our approach to using our Behaviour Policy. This will take place at 2pm on 

Monday 9th December. Further details will follow, and I would love to welcome as many families as possible.

We are hosting an INSET Day here at CAW tomorrow, so we look forward to welcoming the children back to school on Monday. Have 

a wonderful weekend!

All the best,

Russell Wood

Head of School

City Academy Whitehawk

Whitehawk Road, Brighton

East Sussex, BN2 5FL

01273 681377

cawadmin@auroraacademies.org

www.caw.brighton-hove.sch.uk

https://www.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/donate/
https://www.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/donate/
https://www.classdivide.co.uk/
mailto:admin@auroraacademies.org


If you are the family of a 

child in Year Six and would 

like to be involved in these 

interviews, please contact 

the School Office on:

 

admin@cawhitehawk.org.uk

Interviews will take place in 
the following time slots:

2.10 – 2.30

2.30 – 2.50

2.50 – 3.10

3.20 – 3.40

3.40 – 4:00

mailto:admin@cawhitehawk.org.uk


• Children in Year 4, 5 and 6 will be using a new maths programme to 
support their times table learning in school. 

• Times Table Rock Stars is a fun way of helping your child consolidate 
their knowledge of important times table facts.

• Please support your child at home, by using the log in stuck into your 
child’s reading record.

• Follow the link below to find out more about TTRS!
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ZxZbRVvbYM  

• If you have any questions, please talk to your child’s teacher.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ZxZbRVvbYM


Tax-Free 
Childcare for 
WASP

We are delighted to be able to confirm that our WASP after 
school club is now registered to accept payments via the Tax-
Free Childcare scheme.
To check if you’re eligible and sign up for the scheme please 
use the link below -  

Tax-Free Childcare - GOV.UK

If you would like to make payment using this scheme, please 
advise the office of the payment reference from your account 
for each child you wish to book into WASP.
PLEASE NOTE - you must make payments for each of your 
children individually and not send one lump sum for multiple 
children.
When you opt to pay the school through your Tax-Free 
Childcare Account, it is sent to the school's bank 
account.  We will then need to upload the funds to your Arbor 
account to enable you to book the place for your child at 
WASP.
As a minimum, we will upload the payments weekly on a 
Tuesday.  You will then be able to book the days that you 
require via Arbor as normal. We will be unable to credit your 
Arbor account until the funds are showing on the school's 
bank account.
This is a new process for us, so we thank you for your 
patience whilst we embed this.

https://www.gov.uk/tax-free-childcare


If  you would like to chat about 

your child’s attendance or 

punctuality please contact Mrs 

Storey in the school office

Attendance and Punctuality

Some useful links:

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/

https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2024/01/03/improving-school-

attendance/

Wheel of Fortune Prize Winners

Our lucky winners are selected 

from children who were at 

school and on time every day in 

the previous week…! ☺

11th September

Kian – Kestrels

Rio – Eagles

Verity – Barn Owls

Hannah – Greenfinches

Penelope – Woodpeckers

Jason - Magpies

Push on Punctuality…
Please remember that all 

children in Reception to year 6 
are welcome to come into school 

every day from 8.30am.
Everyone arriving after 8.45am 

will be marked as late. 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2024/01/03/improving-school-attendance/
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2024/01/03/improving-school-attendance/




Please click here for an update about what your children are up to this term!

https://www.caw.brighton-hove.sch.uk/year-groups/
https://www.caw.brighton-hove.sch.uk/year-groups/
https://www.caw.brighton-hove.sch.uk/year-groups/


House Points
Congratulations to WATER HOUSE who have taken an early lead in the 
Autumn 2 House Point competition.

It’s very close, so keep showing our CAW Qualities and you can help 
your House increase their score. Remember: EVERY TICKET COUNTS!

950 Air
points

927 Fire
points

1011 Water
points

963 Earth
points

Each week there are two classes who win a Class 
Celebration. Congratulations to our previous winners:

Year 1 to 3 Years 4 to 6

Autumn 1 Week 8 Herons

Week 1 Woodpeckers Jackdaws



It could be you!

Years 1-6

Next week, our CAW Quality of the Week will be 
RESILIENCE/PERSEVERING PENGUIN.

How will you keep going, even if you are finding things 
difficult?



Mercedes Gleitze           
Brighton resident and professional swimmer

Mercedes Gleitze was born in Brighton on Freshfield Road, 18th 

November 1900.  In  her 20’s and 30’s she was one of the most successful 

swimmers in Great Britain. Her first ever record was the longest amount of 

time swimming in the River Thames: 10 hours, 45 minutes! Mercedes 

greatest achievement was being the first ever woman to swim the English 

Channel, it took her eight attempts! However, at the time people did not 

believe how quick she was so she tried to do it again and called it her 

‘vindication swim.’ Mercedes success made her incredibly popular. In 

March 2024, the film Vindication Swim, about Gleitze's 1927 English 

Channel swim, was released. 

Who is Elizabeth 
Wanjiru Wathuti?

Vindication 
Swim Trailer

Mercedes 
Swim on the 

news

Blue Plaque 
Unveiled in 

Brighton

CAW Significant Figure of the Week

Autumn 2 Week 3 CAW Quality of the Week: RESILIENCE

Biography with 
Photos

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=video&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiTh7Os7NmJAxVzV0EAHSxLKLQQtwJ6BAgCEAI&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D7-f7dhXIirk&usg=AOvVaw3JTEm4ClQy2T4hQnrir4mQ&opi=89978449
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=video&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiTh7Os7NmJAxVzV0EAHSxLKLQQtwJ6BAgCEAI&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D7-f7dhXIirk&usg=AOvVaw3JTEm4ClQy2T4hQnrir4mQ&opi=89978449
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=video&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiTh7Os7NmJAxVzV0EAHSxLKLQQtwJ6BAgBEAI&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DS74qldz6W_I&usg=AOvVaw1uNcDhyTHC7yG6m88VUn8C&opi=89978449
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=video&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiTh7Os7NmJAxVzV0EAHSxLKLQQtwJ6BAgBEAI&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DS74qldz6W_I&usg=AOvVaw1uNcDhyTHC7yG6m88VUn8C&opi=89978449
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=video&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiTh7Os7NmJAxVzV0EAHSxLKLQQtwJ6BAgBEAI&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DS74qldz6W_I&usg=AOvVaw1uNcDhyTHC7yG6m88VUn8C&opi=89978449
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=video&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiTh7Os7NmJAxVzV0EAHSxLKLQQtwJ6BAgDEAI&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DENbstDRy3Go&usg=AOvVaw3PQUhrTMos2p7dt0A6hV8m&opi=89978449
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=video&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiTh7Os7NmJAxVzV0EAHSxLKLQQtwJ6BAgDEAI&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DENbstDRy3Go&usg=AOvVaw3PQUhrTMos2p7dt0A6hV8m&opi=89978449
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=video&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiTh7Os7NmJAxVzV0EAHSxLKLQQtwJ6BAgDEAI&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DENbstDRy3Go&usg=AOvVaw3PQUhrTMos2p7dt0A6hV8m&opi=89978449
https://www.countryfile.com/people/historical-figures/wild-people-swimming-legend-mercedes-gleitze
https://www.countryfile.com/people/historical-figures/wild-people-swimming-legend-mercedes-gleitze


It could be you!

Years 1-6

RESPECT means treating others as you would like them to treat 
you. Empathy will help you achieve this! Remember that it is 

important to treat yourself with RESPECT too.

We’ll be awarding certificates for RESPECT/RESPECTFUL 
RABBIT qualities in the next assembly.



Who is Boyan 
Slat?

Autumn 2 Week 2 CAW Quality of the Week: RESPECT

Terry Fox (1958-1981)
Marathon of Hope

CAW Significant Figure of the Week

Terry Fox was an athlete, humanitarian and cancer research 

activist. In 1980, he rose to global fame after embarking on a 

coast-to-coast run on a prosthetic leg, after losing his right 

leg to cancer. Terry has had over $850m Canadian dollars 

raised in his name for charity. He modelled RESPECT for 

others and has been a true inspiration. He is considered by 

many to be the greatest Canadian to have ever lived, after 

Mr. McAdam..

Who was Terry 
Fox?

Terry’s legacy 

The story

Douglas 
Coupland’s 
memorial

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=70WbeqNOJQs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=70WbeqNOJQs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M2KJzjS71js
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f1QOtPDAAeY
http://youtube.com/watch?v=rK8lNP1UiZc
http://youtube.com/watch?v=rK8lNP1UiZc
http://youtube.com/watch?v=rK8lNP1UiZc


We are proud to announce that we have launched a WHOLE SCHOOL INITIATIVE to join 
other schools across Brighton and Hove to help build a just and sustainable city.

Our aims at City Academy Whitehawk are to:

1. Raise awareness of environmental issues through weekly class assemblies

2. ‘Green’ the curriculum by adding environmental learning to our studies

3. Implement school-wide sustainable operations and systems to reduce waste

4. Create opportunities for children to connect with nature

Please ask your children about their weekly OUR CITY, OUR WORLD class assemblies, and 
check the website for more information:

https://www.ourcityourworld.co.uk/

We welcome any ideas that families may have to support this important work! Please send 
any suggestions to Mr. Wood at: cawadmin@auroraacademies.org

https://www.ourcityourworld.co.uk/
mailto:cawadmin@auroraacademies.org


Aspens’ Newsletter



Aspens’ Newsletter



It’s Dyslexia Awareness Week 2024! This year’s theme is “What’s Your Story?” It has three key 

messages: 

• Every story is different – showcasing the diversity of the dyslexic community and highlighting that 

everyone’s experience of dyslexia is unique. 10% of the population are dyslexic – that’s over 6.7 

million stories to tell.

• A strong opening sets the scene – raising awareness of the importance of early identification and 

intervention to ensure that every person with dyslexia can flourish.

• It’s never too late to change your story – highlighting how the British Dyslexia Association (BDA) can 

provide support and signposting to help dyslexic people begin a new chapter.

Please follow the link for information on spotting the signs of dyslexia, how to talk to a child about 
dyslexia and some hints and tips for supporting a dyslexic child at home and school:

BDA Parent and Carer Information Pack

https://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/support-us/awareness-events
https://simplebooklet.com/daw24parentspack#page=1


Dates for your Diary

Our term dates for are online: click here to see them

Friday 25th October: Individual Photographs

Friday 25th October: Last Day of Autumn Term 1

Monday 4th November: First Day of Autumn Term 2

Thursday 14th November: Children In Need 

Friday 15th November: INSET

Week of 16th December: Christmas Shows 

Friday 20th December: Last Day of Autumn Term 2

Tuesday 7th January: First Day of Spring Term 1

https://www.caw.brighton-hove.sch.uk/term-dates-1/
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