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Writing Curriculum 
Progression Overview 

 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

    
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

    
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Writing Competencies 
 

The Mechanics of writing: 

WM1 WM2 WM3 WM4 WM5 WM6 
I can mark make I can form some 

letters 
I can form all letters 
accurately 

I can write my name I can write a CVC 
word 

I can write a simple 
sentence 

 

Sentence writing: 

SW1 SW2 SW3 SW4 SW5 SW6 SW7 SW8 SW9 
I can trace 
over yellow 
writing with 
some 
accuracy 

I can trace 
over yellow 
writing 
forming my 
letters 
correctly 

I can copy 
yellow 
writing onto 
green lines 
with the first 
letter of 
each word 
done for me 

I can copy 
yellow 
writing onto 
green lines 

I can write a 
sentence 
using green 
lines from 
listening to a 
recording 

I can write a 
sentence 
using green 
lines with 
some words 
written by 
the teacher 
after oral 
rehearsal 

I can write a 
sentence 
using green 
lines after 
aural 
rehearsal 
with an adult 

I can write a 
sentence 
after aural 
rehearsal 
with an adult 
without 
green lines 

I am ready to 
write 
independently! 

 



 

    
 
 
 

 

Idea generation: 

IG1 IG2 IG3 IG4 IG5 IG6 IG7 IG8 
I can 
repeat/copy 
ideas from my 
text map or 
other learning 

I can finish a 
sentence with 
an idea of my 
own with help 
from an adult 
and a visual 
word bank 

I can finish a 
sentence with 
an idea of my 
own with help 
from an adult 

I can generate 
an idea with 
help from an 
adult 

I can generate 
an idea with 
help from a 
word bank 

I can generate 
an idea using 
my own 
experiences  
after talking to 
an adult 

I can link my 
new ideas 
together 
cohesively 

I am ready to 
think of ideas 
independently! 



 

 

 

The Mechanics of Writing progression: 

MW1 

 
 

 

MW2 

 

 
MW3 

 
 
 

 
MW4 

 
 
 

 
MW5 

 
 
 
 

 

MW6 

 

 
 

 



 

 

What a full page looks like: 

This page demonstrates the progression of sentence writing in one lesson. In order to stop children becoming 
reliant on the scaffolds, you may decide to expose children to SW1, SW2 and SW4, in order to assess their 
independent writing. It may become clear that children are relying on green lines to include finger spaces, 
therefore ensure there is a magic box for them to practice writing a sentence with finger spaces on their own.   

 



 

    
 
 
 

 

  

SW1 

You may 
decide in some 

lessons to 
expose 

children to all 
three (yellow 
words, green 

lines and a 
‘magic box’) 

 

 

SW2 

 

 
SW3 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

    
 
 
 

 

  

SW4 
 
 
Magic boxes 
are a really 
effective way 
to assess 
whether they 
are 
remembering 
to do finger 
spaces. 
Children can 
get reliant on 
green lines 
and forget! 

 
 

SW5 

 
Adults to 
record them or 
child saying 
the sentence 
on an iPad’s 
voice recorder 
app. Children 
to sit at tables 
with iPads, 
headphones 
and writing 
books and 
write each 
word onto 
green lines 
(like SW6 or 
7). 
 

 



 

    
 
 
 

 

SW6 

In some cases, 
teachers may 
decide to skip 

this step.  
 

It is useful to 
motivate some 

writers/help 
them with 

their sense. 

 
SW7 
 

 
  



 

    
 
 
 

 

SW8 

In some cases, 
teachers may 
decide to skip 

this step.  
 

This may 
support 

children with 
their size and 
what line to 

write on. 

 
SW9 

At this 
point 

children 
should be 
writing in 
the ‘KS2’ 
Writing 
books. 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

  

Yellow words tracing – FIRST NEXT LAST 

 

Green lines – FIRST NEXT LAST 

 



 

    
 
 
 

 

Paper Progression 

Stage 1 

Blank, portrait plain, paper 

Stage 2 

Thick black baseline 

Stage 3 

Red rails (to be written within) 

Stage 4 

Clever cat handwriting lines 
Stage 5 

Wide Clever cat handwriting lines in exercise books 

Stage 6 

Narrow Clever cat handwriting lines in exercise books 

Stage 7 

Children demonstrate proficiency with pencil and earn a pen 

Stage 8 (End of Year 6 to prepare for the transition to Year 7) 

No handwriting lines 

 

Marking Tool for adult led writing 

Children are encouraged to explore and apply a wide-range of media in the 
early stages of mark making. 

Stage 1 

Writing Reflecting 

Felt tip pen Purple felt tip 

Stage 2 

Writing Reflecting 

Chunky pencil Purple felt tip 

Stage 3 

Writing Reflecting 

Thin pencil Purple biro 

Stage 4 
Writing Reflecting 

Handwriting pen Purple biro 

  



 

 

 

Clever Cat Handwriting 

To support children at CAW with their letter formation and understanding of the 
handwriting lines, we use the ‘Clever cat’.  

 
The clever cat sits on the main writing lines (in the two black lines). Like the clever cat, this 

is where the children’s writing should sit.  
 

To ensure children are forming letters at the correct size, we call them ‘body letters’, ‘head 
and body letters’ (ascenders) and ‘body and tail letters’ (descenders). Please see below for 

examples. 

 

How to use the clever cat to support writing 

Highlight the 
middle of the 

two black lines 
with a clever 

cat prior to the 
lesson 

 

 

Give it as 
verbal 

feedback 
during a lesson 

with clear 
modelled 

examples for a 
retry 

 



 

    
 
 
 

 

Give it as a 
next step 

encouraging 
children to 
think about 

their size  

 

 

Progression in sentence construction: 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Year 1 
 We have mapped out the National Curriculum learning objectives in order that throughout Year 1 pupils are taught to: 

Writing Spell: 

▪ words containing each of the 40+ phonemes already taught 

▪ common exception words 

▪ the days of the week 

Name the letters of the alphabet: 

▪ naming the letters of the alphabet in order 

▪ using letter names to distinguish between alternative spellings of the same sound 

Add prefixes and suffixes: 

▪ using the spelling rule for adding –s or –es as the plural marker for nouns and the third person singular marker for verbs 

▪ using the prefix un– 

▪ using –ing, –ed, –er and –est where no change is needed in the spelling of root words [for example, helping, helped, helper, eating, quicker, quickest] 

Apply simple spelling rules and guidance, as listed in English Appendix 1 

 

Write from memory simple sentences dictated by the teacher that include words using the GPCs and common exception words taught so far. 

Write sentences by: 

▪ saying out loud what they are going to write about 

▪ composing a sentence orally before writing it 

▪ sequencing sentences to form short narratives 

▪ re-reading what they have written to check that it makes sense 

▪ discuss what they have written with the teacher or other pupils 

▪ read aloud their writing clearly enough to be heard by their peers and the teacher. 

 

 



 

    
 
 
 

 
Year 1 
  Autumn One  Autumn Two Spring One Spring Two Summer One Summer Two 

 

 

Narrative 

Pupils will be taught to: 

 

▪ Join words together to 
form a sentence  

▪ Sequence sentences to 
form a short narrative 

▪ Separate words with 
spaces  

▪ To punctuate 
sentences using capital 
letters and full stops 

 

Pupils will be taught to: 

 
▪ Join words together to 

form a sentence  
▪ Sequence sentences to 

form a short narrative 

• Separate words with 
spaces 

• Write sentences with 
capital letters and full 
stops  

 

Pupils will be taught to: 

 

▪ Join words together to 
form a sentence  

▪ Sequence sentences to 
form a short narrative 

• Separate words with 
spaces 

• To use the suffix ‘s’ or 
‘es’ for plurals 

• To use a capital letter 
for the personal 
pronoun I & names 

Pupils will be taught to: 

 

• To use suffix ed and ing 

• To join clauses using 
and 

• To punctuate 
sentences using a 
question mark 

• To punctuate 
sentences using an 
exclamation mark 

• To use the suffix ‘s’ or 
‘es’ for  plurals 

Pupils will be taught to: 

 

• To use capital letters 
for names, places, 
days, months and I 

• To compose a sentence 
orally before writing it 

• To re-read their writing 
to check it makes 
sense 

• To use suffix ed and ing 

• To use the prefix un 
 

Pupils will be taught to: 

 
• To use capital letters 

for names, places, 
days, months and I 

• To compose a sentence 
orally before writing it 

• To re-read their writing 
to check it makes sense 

• To use suffix ed, ing, er 
& est 

• To use the prefix un 

To entertain To entertain To entertain To entertain To entertain To entertain 

 

Non-

Narrative 

• To punctuate 
sentences using an 
exclamation mark 

• Join words together to 
form a sentence  

• Sequence sentences to 
form a short narrative 

 

 

• To punctuate 
sentences using a 
question mark 

• To punctuate 
sentences using an 
exclamation mark 

• Write sentences with 
capital letters and full 
stops  

 

 

• To use a capital letter 
for the personal 
pronoun I & names & 
days of the week 

• To punctuate 
sentences using an 
exclamation mark 

• Sequence sentences to 
form a short narrative 

• To join clauses using 
and 

• To use suffixes ‘er’ 
and ‘est’ 

• To join clauses 
using and 

• To use the suffix ‘s’  
or ‘es’ for plurals 

 

 

 

 

• To use capital letters 
for names, places, 
days, months and I 

• To compose a sentence 
orally before writing it 

• To re-read their writing 
to check it makes 
sense 

• To use suffix ed 

 

• To compose a sentence 
orally before writing it 

• To re-read their writing 
to check it makes sense 

• To punctuate 
sentences using a 
question mark 

• To punctuate 
sentences using an 
exclamation mark 

To explain To persuade To inform To inform   



 

    
 
 
 

 

  

Poetry ▪ Join words together to 
form a sentence  

▪ Sequence sentences to 
form a short narrative 

▪ Separate words with 
spaces  

 
 
 
 
 

▪ Join words together to 
form a sentence  

▪ Sequence sentences to 
form a short narrative 

• Separate words with 
spaces 

• Write sentences with 
capital letters and full 
stops  

 
 

• Sequence sentences to 
form a short narrative 

• To use the suffix ‘s’  or 
‘es’ for plurals 

• To punctuate 
sentences using a 
question mark 

• To punctuate 
sentences using an 
exclamation mark 

• To use a capital letter 
for the personal 
pronoun I  

• To use suffix ed and ing 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• To punctuate 
sentences using a 
question mark 

• To compose a sentence 
orally before writing it 

• To re-read their writing 
to check it makes 
sense 

• To use the suffix ing 
 

• To punctuate 
sentences using a 
question mark 

• To compose a sentence 
orally before writing it 

• To re-read their writing 
to check it makes sense 

• To use the suffix ing 
 

To entertain To entertain To entertain To entertain To entertain To entertain 



 

    
 
 
 

 

 

  

Year 1 
Writing • Handwriting and Presentation 

Pupils will be taught to: 
▪ sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly 

▪ begin to form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the right place 

▪ form capital letters 

▪ form digits 0-9 

▪ understand which letters belong to which handwriting ‘families’ (i.e. letters that are formed in similar ways) and to practise these. 
Year 1 

Speaking 

and 

Listening 

Focus: Paired Speaking 

and listening 

Focus: Paired Speaking 

and listening 

Focus: Group Speaking 

and listening 

Focus: Group Speaking 

and listening 

Focus: Independent 

Speaking and listening 

Focus: Independent 

Speaking and listening 

▪ Pupils will be taught to: 

▪ listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers 

▪ ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge 

▪ use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary 

▪ articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions 

▪ give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, including for expressing feelings 

▪ maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on topic and initiating and responding to comments 

▪ use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas 

▪ speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English 

▪ participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play/improvisations and debates 

▪ gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s) 

▪ consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others 

▪ select and use appropriate registers for effective communication 

 



 

    
 
 
 

 

  

Year 2 
 We have mapped out the National Curriculum learning objectives in order that throughout Year 2 pupils are taught to: 

Writing ▪ develop positive attitudes towards and stamina for writing by: 

▪ writing narratives about personal experiences and those of others (real and fictional) 

▪ writing about real events 

▪ writing poetry 

▪ writing for different purposes 

▪ consider what they are going to write before beginning by: 

▪ planning or saying out loud what they are going to write about 

▪ writing down ideas and/or key words, including new vocabulary 

▪ encapsulating what they want to say, sentence by sentence 

▪ make simple additions, revisions and corrections to their own writing by: 

▪ evaluating their writing with the teacher and other pupils 

▪ re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate time are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form 

▪ proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly] 

▪ read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the meaning clear. 



 

    
 
 
 

 
Year 2 
  Autumn One  Autumn Two Spring One Spring Two Summer One Summer Two 

 

 

Narrative 

Pupils will be taught: 
 

• To learn how to use 
familiar punctuation 
correctly, including full 
stops, capital letters, 
exclamation marks and 
question marks 

• To learn how to use 
and punctate commas 
for list correctly 

• To learn how to use 
command sentences 

• To develop positive 
attitudes towards and 
stamina writing 
narratives about 
personal experiences 
and those of others 

• To use expanded noun 
phrases to describe 
and specify 

Pupils will be taught: 
 

• To learn how to use 
familiar punctuation 
correctly, including full 
stops, capital letters, 
exclamation marks and 
question marks 

• To learn how to use 
and punctate commas 
for list correctly 

• To use expanded 
noun phrases to 
describe and specify 

• To add suffixes 
ment/ness/ful/less/ly 

• To learn how to use 
exclamation, question 
and command 
sentences 

• To write down ideas 
and/or key words, 
including new 
vocabulary 

Pupils will be taught: 
 

• To learn how to use 
familiar punctuation 
correctly, including full 
stops, capital letters, 
exclamation marks and 
question marks, 
commas for list 

• To learn how to use 
and punctuate 
apostrophes for 
contracted forms and 
the possessive  

• To learn how to use 
subordination and co-
ordination  

• To use expanded noun 
phrases to describe 
and specify 

• To add suffixes 
ment/ness/ful/less/ly 

• To learn how to use 
exclamation, question 
and command 
sentences 

• To write down ideas 
and/or key words, 
including new 
vocabulary 

• To write for different 
purposes  

Pupils will be taught: 
 

• To learn how to use 
familiar punctuation 
correctly, including full 
stops, capital letters, 
exclamation marks and 
question marks, 
commas for list and 
apostrophes for 
contracted forms and 
the possessive 

• To learn how to use 
subordination and co-
ordination  

• To use expanded noun 
phrases to describe 
and specify 

• To learn how to use 
exclamation, question, 
statement and 
command sentences 

• To write down ideas 
and/or key words, 
including new 
vocabulary 

• To write for different 
purposes 

Pupils will be taught: 
 

• To learn how to use 
familiar punctuation 
correctly, including full 
stops, capital letters, 
exclamation marks and 
question marks, 
commas for list and 
apostrophes for 
contracted forms and 
the possessive 

• To learn how to use 
subordination and co-
ordination  

• To use expanded noun 
phrases to describe 
and specify 

• To add suffixes 
ment/ness/ful/less/ly 

• To learn how to use 
exclamation, question, 
statement and 
command sentences 

• To write down ideas 
and/or key words, 
including new 
vocabulary 

Pupils will be taught: 
 

• To write down ideas 
and/or key words, 
including new 
vocabulary 

• To learn how to use 
subordination and co-
ordination  

• To learn how to use 
familiar punctuation 
correctly, including full 
stops, capital letters, 
exclamation marks and 
question marks, 
commas for list 

• To use expanded noun 
phrases to describe 
and specify 

• To learn how to use 
and punctuate 
apostrophes for 
contracted forms and 
the possessive  

• To learn how to use 
exclamation, question 
and command 
sentences 

• To use the present 
tense correctly 

 To entertain To entertain To entertain To entertain To entertain To entertain 



 

    
 
 
 

 

 

Non-

Narrative 

• To learn how to use 
familiar punctuation 
correctly, including full 
stops, capital letters, 
exclamation marks and 
question marks 

• To learn how to use 
and punctate commas 
for list correctly 

• To learn how to use 
command sentences 

• To learn how to use 
sentences of different 
forms: question and 
exclamation 

• To develop positive 
attitudes towards and 
stamina for writing by 
writing about real 
events 

• To write non-narratives 
about personal 
experiences and those 
of others 

• To write for different 
purposes  

• To learn how to use 
the past tense 
correctly and 
consistently including 
the progressive form 

• To learn how to use 
sentences with 
different forms: 
statements, questions, 
exclamations and 
commands 

• To develop positive 
attitudes towards and 
stamina for writing by 
writing about real 
events 

• To learn how to use 
and punctate commas 
for list correctly 

• To write for different 
purposes 

• To learn how to use 
sentences with 
different forms: 
statements, questions, 
exclamations and 
commands 

• To learn how to use 
and punctuate 
possessive 
apostrophes 

• To use expanded noun 
phrases to describe 
and specify 

• To learn how to use 
the past tense 
correctly and 
consistently including 
the progressive form 

• To write for different 
purposes  

• To learn how to use 
subordination and co-
ordination  

• To write non-narratives 
about personal 
experiences and those 
of others 

• To learn how to use 
and punctuate 
possessive 

• To learn how to use 
sentences of different 
forms: question and 
exclamation 

• To learn how to use 
the past tense 
correctly and 
consistently including 
the progressive form 

• To write for different 
purposes  

• To learn how to use 
subordination and co-
ordination  

• To write non-narratives 
about personal 
experiences and those 
of others 

• To learn how to use 
sentences of different 
forms: question and 
exclamation 

• To learn how to use 
and punctuate 
possessive 

• To use expanded noun 
phrases to describe 
and specify 

• To develop positive 
attitudes towards and 
stamina for writing by 
writing about real 
events 

• To write non-narratives 
about personal 
experiences and those 
of others 

• To write for different 
purposes  

• To learn how to use 
the past tense 
correctly and 
consistently including 
the progressive form 

• To learn how to use 
sentences with 
different forms: 
statements, questions, 
exclamations and 
commands 

 To instruct To recount To inform To inform To persuade To explain 

 

Poetry 

• To develop positive 
attitudes towards 
stamina for writing by 
writing poetry 

• To read aloud what 
they have written with 
appropriate intonation 
to make the meaning 
clear. 

• To develop positive 
attitudes towards 
stamina for writing by 
writing poetry 

• To read aloud what 
they have written with 
appropriate intonation 
to make the meaning 
clear. 

• To develop positive 
attitudes towards 
stamina for writing by 
writing poetry 

• To write down ideas 
and/or key words, 
including new 
vocabulary 

• To write down ideas 
and/or key words, 

• To develop positive 
attitudes towards 
stamina for writing by 
writing poetry 

• To write down ideas 
and/or key words, 
including new 
vocabulary 

• To write down ideas 
and/or key words, 

• To develop positive 
attitudes towards 
stamina for writing by 
writing poetry 

• To write down ideas 
and/or key words, 
including new 
vocabulary 

• To write down ideas 
and/or key words, 

• To develop positive 
attitudes towards 
stamina for writing by 
writing poetry 

• To write down ideas 
and/or key words, 
including new 
vocabulary 

• To write for different 
purposes  



 

    
 
 
 

 

  

• To write down ideas 
and/or key words, 
including new 
vocabulary 

• To use expanded noun 
phrases to describe 
and specify 

• To write down ideas 
and/or key words, 
including new 
vocabulary 

• To use expanded noun 
phrases to describe 
and specify 

• To read aloud what 
they have written with 
appropriate intonation 
to make the meaning 
clear. 

 

including new 
vocabulary 

• To use expanded noun 
phrases to describe 
and specify 

• To read aloud what 
they have written with 
appropriate intonation 
to make the meaning 
clear. 

 

including new 
vocabulary 

• To use expanded noun 
phrases to describe 
and specify 

• To read aloud what 
they have written with 
appropriate intonation 
to make the meaning 
clear. 

including new 
vocabulary 

• To use expanded noun 
phrases to describe 
and specify 

• To read aloud what 
they have written with 
appropriate intonation 
to make the meaning 
clear. 

• To write down ideas 
and/or key words, 
including new 
vocabulary 

• To use expanded noun 
phrases to describe 
and specify 

• To read aloud what 
they have written with 
appropriate intonation 
to make the meaning 
clear. 

 To entertain To entertain To entertain To entertain To entertain To entertain 



 

    
 
 
 

 

 

 

  

Year 2 

Writing 

 

 

 

• Handwriting and Presentation 

By following our handwriting and presentation policy, pupils will be taught to: 

▪ form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one another 

▪ write capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship to one another and to lower case letters 

▪ use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters. 

Those who are fluently printing their handwriting will be taught to: 

▪ start using some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters and understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined 

Year 2 

Speaking 

and 

Listening 

Focus: Paired Speaking 

and listening 

Focus: Paired Speaking 

and listening 

Focus: Group Speaking 

and listening 

Focus: Group Speaking 

and listening 

Focus: Independent 

Speaking and listening 

Focus: Independent 

Speaking and listening 

Pupils will be taught to: 

▪ listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers 

▪ ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge 

▪ use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary 

▪ articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions 

▪ give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, including for expressing feelings 

▪ maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on topic and initiating and responding to comments 

▪ use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas 

▪ speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English 

▪ participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play/improvisations and debates 

▪ gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s) 

▪ consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others 

▪ select and use appropriate registers for effective communication 

 



 

    
 
 
 

 

  

Year 3 
 We have mapped out the National Curriculum learning objectives in order that throughout Year 3 and 4 pupils are taught to: 

Writing Plan their writing by: 

▪ discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar 

▪ discussing and recording ideas 

Draft and write by: 

▪ composing and rehearsing sentences orally (including dialogue), progressively building a varied and rich vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence structures 

(English Appendix 2) 

▪ organising paragraphs around a theme 

▪ in narratives, creating settings, characters and plot 

▪ in non-narrative material, using simple organisational devices [for example, headings and sub-headings] 

Evaluate and edit by: 

▪ assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and suggesting improvements 

▪ proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency, including the accurate use of pronouns in sentences 

▪ proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors 

▪ read aloud their own writing, to a group or the whole class, using appropriate intonation and controlling the tone and volume so that the meaning is clear. 



 

    
 
 
 

 
Year 3 
  Autumn One  Autumn Two Spring One Spring Two Summer One Summer Two 

 

 

Narrative 

Pupils will be taught to 

begin: 

 

▪ To begin to organise 
paragraphs around a 
theme 

▪ To  begin to create 
settings, characters 
and plot 

▪ To  begin to discuss 
writing similar to that 
which they are 
planning to write in 
order to understand 
and learn from its 
structure, vocabulary 
and grammar 

▪ To  begin to use 
prepositions to express 
time and cause 

▪ To  begin to discuss 
and record ideas when 
planning 

Pupils will be taught to 

begin: 

 

• To begin to  create 
settings 

• To  begin to use 
fronted adverbials 

• To  begin to use 
commas after fronted 
adverbials 

• To  begin to build a 
varied and rich 
vocabulary and an 
increasing range of 
sentence structures 

• To  begin to use 
conjunctions, adverbs 
and prepositions to 
express time and cause 

• To  begin to extend the 
range of sentences 
with more than one 
clause by using a wider 
range of conjunctions, 
including when, if, 
because, although 

Pupils will be taught to 

begin: 

 

• To  begin to organise 
paragraphs around a 
theme 

• To  begin to create 
settings, characters 
and plot 

• To  begin to use 
conjunctions, adverbs 
and prepositions to 
express time and cause 

• To  begin to use and 
punctuate direct 
speech 

• To  begin to discuss 
writing similar to that 
which they are 
planning to write in 
order to understand 
and learn from its 
structure, vocabulary 
and grammar 
 

Pupils will be taught to 

begin: 

 

• To begin to  build a 
varied and rich 
vocabulary and an 
increasing range of 
sentence structures 

• To  begin to use 
prepositions to express 
time and cause 

• To  begin to use 
commas after fronted 
adverbials 

• To  begin to create 
characters  

• To  begin to use 
conjunctions, adverbs 
and prepositions to 
express time and cause 

• To  begin to indicate 
possession by using the 
possessive apostrophe 
with plural nouns 

• To  begin to choose 
nouns or pronouns 
appropriately for clarity 
and cohesion and to 
avoid repetition 

Pupils will be taught to 

begin: 

 

• To  begin to extend the 
range of sentences 
with more than one 
clause by using a wider 
range of conjunctions, 
including when, if, 
because, although 

• To  begin to choose 
nouns or pronouns 
appropriately for clarity 
and cohesion and to 
avoid repetition 

• To  begin to compose 
and rehearse 
sentences orally 
(including dialogue), 
progressively building a 
varied and rich 
vocabulary and an 
increasing range of 
sentence structures 

• To  begin to use and 
punctuate direct 
speech 

• To  begin to use 
conjunctions, adverbs 
and prepositions to 
express time and cause 

Pupils will be taught to 

begin: 

 

• To  begin to compose 
and rehearse 
sentences orally 
(including dialogue), 
progressively building a 
varied and rich 
vocabulary and an 
increasing range of 
sentence structures 

• To begin to organise 
paragraphs around a 
theme 

• To  begin to extend the 
range of sentences 
with more than one 
clause by using a wider 
range of conjunctions, 
including when, if, 
because, although 

• To  begin to use the 
present perfect form of 
verbs in contrast to the 
past tense 

• To  begin to use 
conjunctions, adverbs 
and prepositions to 
express time and cause 

 

 To entertain To entertain To entertain To entertain To entertain To entertain 



 

    
 
 
 

 

 

 

Non-

Narrative 

• To  begin to use simple 
organisational devices 
[for example, headings 
and sub-headings] 

• To begin to use 
conjunctions, adverbs 
and prepositions to 
express time and cause  

• To  begin to organise 
paragraphs around a 
theme 

 

• To  begin to organise 
paragraphs around a 
theme 

• To begin to  discuss 
writing similar to that 
which they are 
planning to learn from 
its structure 

• To begin to  build a 
varied and rich 
vocabulary and an 
increasing range of 
sentence structures 

• To begin to choose 
pronouns appropriately 
to avoid repetition 

• To  begin to use the 
present perfect form of 
verbs in contrast to the 
past tense 

• To begin to use 
conjunctions, adverbs 
and prepositions to 
express time and cause  

• To use and punctuate 
direct speech 

• To discuss writing 
similar to that which 
they are planning to 
learn from its structure 

• To organise paragraphs 
around a theme 

• To use simple 
organisational devices 
[for example, headings 
and sub-headings] 

• To  begin to use and 
punctuate direct 
speech 

• To begin to use 
conjunctions, adverbs 
and prepositions to 
express time and cause 

• To  begin to compose 
and rehearse 
sentences orally 
(including dialogue), 
progressively building a 
varied and rich 
vocabulary and an 
increasing range of 
sentence structures 

• To begin to  organise 
paragraphs around a 
theme 

• To  begin to organise 
paragraphs around a 
theme 

• To  begin to extend the 
range of sentences 
with more than one 
clause by using a wider 
range of conjunctions, 
including when, if, 
because, although 

• To  begin to choose 
nouns or pronouns 
appropriately for clarity 
and cohesion and to 
avoid repetition 

 To inform To persuade  To inform To instruct To explain To debate 

 

Poetry 

• To  begin to discuss 
writing similar to that 
which they are 
planning to write in 
order to understand 
and learn from its 
structure, vocabulary 
and grammar 

• To  begin to create 
characters  

• To  begin to build a 
varied and rich 
vocabulary  

• To  begin to build a 
varied and rich 
vocabulary  

• To  begin to discuss 
writing similar to that 
which they are 
planning to write in 
order to understand 
and learn from its 
structure, vocabulary 
and grammar 

• To  begin to create 
settings 

 

• To  begin to build a 
varied and rich 
vocabulary and an 
increasing range of 
sentence structures 

• To begin to extend the 
range of sentences 
with more than one 
clause by using a wider 
range of conjunctions, 
including when, if, 
because, although 

• To  begin to use 
prepositions to express 
time and cause 

• To  begin to discuss 
writing similar to that 
which they are 
planning to write in 
order to understand 
and learn from its 
structure, vocabulary 
and grammar 

• To begin to build a 
varied and rich 
vocabulary  

 

• To  begin to build a 
varied and rich 
vocabulary and an 
increasing range of 
sentence structures 

• To  begin to discuss 
writing similar to that 
which they are 
planning to write in 
order to understand 
and learn from its 
structure, vocabulary 
and grammar 

 

• To  begin to discuss 
writing similar to that 
which they are 
planning to write in 
order to understand 
and learn from its 
structure, vocabulary 
and grammar 

• To  begin to build a 
varied and rich 
vocabulary and an 
increasing range of 
sentence structures 

 

 To entertain To entertain To entertain To entertain To entertain To entertain 



 

    
 
 
 

 

  

Year 3 
  Autumn One  Autumn Two Spring One Spring Two Summer One Summer Two 

Writing ▪ Suffixes: –s, -es, -er, -ed, 

-ing. 

▪ Prefixes: un-, dis- 

▪ Apostrophes for 

contraction 

▪ Rarer GPC words ei 

sound  

▪ Homophones 

(brake/break, 

great/grate, eight/ate, 

weight/wait, son/sun) 

▪ Statutory words 

▪ Statutory Words 

▪ Homophones 

▪ Y2 Prefixes and Suffixes 

(revision) 

▪ Prefixes: ‘–mis’, ’-re’ 

▪ i sound spelt y 

▪ g sound spelt –gue 

▪ k sound spelt -que 

▪ Suffixes: ‘- ness’, ‘-full,’ 

following consonant 

(revision) 

▪ Prefixes ‘sub-’ and ‘tele-

’ 

▪ Apostrophe for 

contraction 

▪ Words with the /ʃ/ 

sound spelt ‘ch’ and 

▪ ‘s’, ‘ss(ion/ure)  

▪ Revise suffixes ‘-ness’ 

and‘-ful’ 

▪ Teach suffixes ‘-less’ 

and ‘-ly’ 

▪ Prefixes ‘super-’ and 

‘auto-’ 

▪ Words with the /k/ 

sound 

▪ spelt ‘ch’ (Greek in 

origin) 

▪ Homophones 

▪ Statutory words 

▪ Previously taught 

suffixes (‘-ed’, ‘-ing’, ‘-s’, 

‘-es’, ‘-ness’, ‘-ful’, ‘-less’ 

and ‘-ly’) 

▪ Suffix ‘-ly’ with root 

words ending in ‘le’ and 

‘ic’ 

▪ Suffix ‘-ly’ 

▪ Apostrophe for 

contraction 

▪ Statutory words 

▪ Rare GPCs (/ɪ/ sound) 

▪ Vowel digraphs 

(Revision) 

▪ Suffixes –s, -es, -er, -ed, 

-ing. 

▪ Prefixes –un, -dis 

▪ Apostrophe’s for 

contraction 

▪ Rarer GPC words ei 

sound  

▪ Homophones 
(heel/heal/he’ll, 

plain/plane, 

groan/grown and 

rain/rein/ reign) 

• Handwriting and Presentation 

Pupils will be taught to: 

▪ use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters and understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined 

▪ increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting [for example, by ensuring that the downstrokes of letters are parallel and equidistant; that lines of writing are 

spaced sufficiently so that the ascenders and descenders of letters do not touch]. 



 

    
 
 
 

 

 

 

  

Year 3 

Speaking 

and 

Listening 

Focus: Paired Speaking 

and listening 

Focus: Paired Speaking 

and listening 

Focus: Group Speaking 

and listening 

Focus: Group Speaking 

and listening 

Focus: Independent 

Speaking and listening 

Focus: Independent 

Speaking and listening 

▪ Pupils will be taught to: 

▪ listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers 

▪ ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge 

▪ use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary 

▪ articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions 

▪ give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, including for expressing feelings 

▪ maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on topic and initiating and responding to comments 

▪ use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas 

▪ speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English 

▪ participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play/improvisations and debates 

▪ gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s) 

▪ consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others 

▪ select and use appropriate registers for effective communication 

 



 

    
 
 
 

 

  

Year 4 
 We have mapped out the National Curriculum learning objectives in order that throughout Year 3 and 4 pupils are taught to: 

Writing Plan their writing by: 

▪ discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar 

▪ discussing and recording ideas 

Draft and write by: 

▪ composing and rehearsing sentences orally (including dialogue), progressively building a varied and rich vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence structures 

(English Appendix 2) 

▪ organising paragraphs around a theme 

▪ in narratives, creating settings, characters and plot 

▪ in non-narrative material, using simple organisational devices [for example, headings and sub-headings] 

Evaluate and edit by: 

▪ assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and suggesting improvements 

▪ proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency, including the accurate use of pronouns in sentences 

▪ proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors 

▪ read aloud their own writing, to a group or the whole class, using appropriate intonation and controlling the tone and volume so that the meaning is clear. 



 

    
 
 
 

 
Year 4 
  Autumn One  Autumn Two Spring One Spring Two Summer One Summer Two 

 

 

Narrative 

Pupils will be taught: 

 

▪ To organise paragraphs 
around a theme 

▪ To create settings, 
characters and plot 

▪ To discuss writing 
similar to that which 
they are planning to 
write in order to 
understand and learn 
from its structure, 
vocabulary and 
grammar 

▪ To use prepositions to 
express time and cause 

▪ To discuss and record 
ideas when planning 

▪ To use and punctuate 
direct speech 

Pupils will be taught: 

 

• To create settings 

• To use fronted 
adverbials 

• To use commas after 
fronted adverbials 

• To build a varied and 
rich vocabulary and an 
increasing range of 
sentence structures 

• To use conjunctions, 
adverbs and 
prepositions to express 
time and cause 

• To extend the range of 
sentences with more 
than one clause by 
using a wider range of 
conjunctions, including 
when, if, because, 
although 

• To use and punctuate 
direct speech 

Pupils will be taught: 

 

• To organise paragraphs 
around a theme 

• To create settings, 
characters and plot 

• To use conjunctions, 
adverbs and 
prepositions to express 
time and cause 

• To use and punctuate 
direct speech 

• To discuss writing 
similar to that which 
they are planning to 
write in order to 
understand and learn 
from its structure, 
vocabulary and 
grammar 
 

Pupils will be taught: 

 

• To build a varied and 
rich vocabulary and an 
increasing range of 
sentence structures 

• To use prepositions to 
express time and cause 

• To use commas after 
fronted adverbials 

• To create characters  

• To use conjunctions, 
adverbs and 
prepositions to express 
time and cause 

• To indicate possession 
by using the possessive 
apostrophe with plural 
nouns 

• To choose nouns or 
pronouns appropriately 
for clarity and cohesion 
and to avoid repetition 

Pupils will be taught: 

 

• To extend the range of 
sentences with more 
than one clause by 
using a wider range of 
conjunctions, including 
when, if, because, 
although 

• To choose nouns or 
pronouns appropriately 
for clarity and cohesion 
and to avoid repetition 

• To compose and 
rehearse sentences 
orally (including 
dialogue), progressively 
building a varied and 
rich vocabulary and an 
increasing range of 
sentence structures 

• To use and punctuate 
direct speech 

• To use conjunctions, 
adverbs and 
prepositions to express 
time and cause 

• To indicate possession 
by using the possessive 
apostrophe with plural 
nouns 

Pupils will be taught: 

 

• To compose and 
rehearse sentences 
orally (including 
dialogue), progressively 
building a varied and 
rich vocabulary and an 
increasing range of 
sentence structures 

• To organise paragraphs 
around a theme 

• To extend the range of 
sentences with more 
than one clause by 
using a wider range of 
conjunctions, including 
when, if, because, 
although 

• To use the present 
perfect form of verbs in 
contrast to the past 
tense 

• To use conjunctions, 
adverbs and 
prepositions to express 
time and cause 

• To choose nouns or 
pronouns appropriately 
for clarity and cohesion 
and to avoid repetition 

 To entertain To entertain  To entertain To entertain To entertain To entertain 



 

    
 
 
 

 

  

 

Non-

Narrative 

• To use simple 
organisational devices 
[for example, headings 
and sub-headings] 

• To use conjunctions, 
adverbs and 
prepositions to express 
time and cause  

• To organise paragraphs 
around a theme 

 

• To organise paragraphs 
around a theme 

• To discuss writing 
similar to that which 
they are planning to 
learn from its structure 

• To build a varied and 
rich vocabulary and an 
increasing range of 
sentence structures 

• To choose pronouns 
appropriately to avoid 
repetition 

• To use the present 
perfect form of verbs in 
contrast to the past 
tense 

• To use conjunctions, 
adverbs and 
prepositions to express 
time and cause  

• To use and punctuate 
direct speech 

• To discuss writing 
similar to that which 
they are planning to 
learn from its structure 

• To organise paragraphs 
around a theme 

• To use simple 
organisational devices 
[for example, headings 
and sub-headings] 

• To use and punctuate 
direct speech 

• To use conjunctions, 
adverbs and 
prepositions to express 
time and cause 

• To compose and 
rehearse sentences 
orally (including 
dialogue), progressively 
building a varied and 
rich vocabulary and an 
increasing range of 
sentence structures 

• To organise paragraphs 
around a theme 

 

• To organise paragraphs 
around a theme 

• To extend the range of 
sentences with more 
than one clause by 
using a wider range of 
conjunctions, including 
when, if, because, 
although 

• To choose nouns or 
pronouns appropriately 
for clarity and cohesion 
and to avoid repetition 

 To inform To discuss To persuade To recount To debate To persuade 

 

Poetry 

• To build a varied and 
rich vocabulary  

• To discuss writing 
similar to that which 
they are planning to 
write in order to 
understand and learn 
from its structure, 
vocabulary and 
grammar 

• To create settings 

• To build a varied and 
rich vocabulary  

• To discuss writing 
similar to that which 
they are planning to 
write in order to 
understand and learn 
from its structure, 
vocabulary and 
grammar 

• To create settings 

• To build a varied and 
rich vocabulary and an 
increasing range of 
sentence structures 

• To extend the range of 
sentences with more 
than one clause by 
using a wider range of 
conjunctions, including 
when, if, because, 
although 

• To use prepositions to 
express time and cause 

• To discuss writing 
similar to that which 
they are planning to 
write in order to 
understand and learn 
from its structure, 
vocabulary and 
grammar 

• To build a varied and 
rich vocabulary  

 

• To build a varied and 
rich vocabulary and an 
increasing range of 
sentence structures 

• To discuss writing 
similar to that which 
they are planning to 
write in order to 
understand and learn 
from its structure, 
vocabulary and 
grammar 

 

• To discuss writing 
similar to that which 
they are planning to 
write in order to 
understand and learn 
from its structure, 
vocabulary and 
grammar 

• To build a varied and 
rich vocabulary and an 
increasing range of 
sentence structures 

 

 To entertain To entertain To entertain To entertain To entertain To entertain 



 

    
 
 
 

 

  

Year 4 
  Autumn One  Autumn Two Spring One Spring Two Summer One Summer Two 

Writing ▪ Words ending /ʒə/ 

▪ Possessive apostrophe 

with singular proper 

nouns (Revision) 

▪ Homophones 

(peace/piece, 

main/mane, fair/fare) 

▪ Statutory words 

▪ Prefixes ‘in-’, ‘il-’, ‘im-’ 

and ‘ir-’ 

▪ Words with the /eɪ/ 

sound spelt ‘ei’, ‘eigh’ or 

‘ey’ Words with the /ʃ/ 

sound spelt ‘ch’ and the 

/ʌ/ sound spelt ‘ou’ 

▪ Adding suffixes 

beginning with vowel 

letters to words of more 

than one syllable (‘-ing’, 

‘-er’, ‘-en’, ‘-ed’) 

▪ Statutory words 

▪ The /g/ sound spelt ‘gu’ 

▪ Words with endings 

sounding like /tʃə/ spelt 

‘-ture’ 

▪ Possessive apostrophe 

with plurals 

▪ Homophones 

(scene/seen, mail/male, 

bawl/ball) 

▪ Statutory words 

▪ Prefixes ‘anti-’ and 

‘inter-’ 

▪ Endings that sound like 

▪ /ʃən/ spelt ‘-cian’, ‘-

sion’, 

▪ ‘-tion’ and ‘-ssion’ 

▪ Statutory words  

▪ Words with the /s/ 

sound 

▪ spelt ‘sc’ (Latin in origin) 

▪ Endings that sound like 

▪ /ʃən/ spelt ‘sion’ 

▪ Apostrophes for 

possession, including 

singular and plural 

(revision) 

▪ Homophones 

(weather/whether, 

who’s/whose, 

missed/mist, 

medal/meddle, 

team/teem) 

▪ Statutory words 

 

▪ Suffix ‘-ous’ 

▪ Prefixes ‘un-’, ‘dis-’, ‘in-’, 

‘re-’, ‘sub-’, ‘inter-’, 

‘super-’, ‘anti-’,  ‘auto-’ 

▪ Suffix ‘-ly’ added to 

words ending in ‘y’, ‘le’ 

and ‘ic’ 

▪ Statutory words 

• Handwriting and Presentation 

• Pupils will be taught to: 

• Write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed by: 

▪ choosing which shape of a letter to use when given choices and deciding whether or not to join specific letters 

▪ choosing the writing implement that is best suited for a task 

 



 

    
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
  

Year 4 

Speaking 

and 

Listening 

Focus: Paired Speaking 

and listening 

Focus: Paired Speaking 

and listening 

Focus: Group Speaking 

and listening 

Focus: Group Speaking 

and listening 

Focus: Independent 

Speaking and listening 

Focus: Independent 

Speaking and listening 

 
▪ Pupils will be taught to: 

▪ listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers 

▪ ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge 

▪ use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary 

▪ articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions 

▪ give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, including for expressing feelings 

▪ maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on topic and initiating and responding to comments 

▪ use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas 

▪ speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English 

▪ participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play/improvisations and debates 

▪ gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s) 

▪ consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others 

▪ select and use appropriate registers for effective communication 

 



 

    
 
 
 

 

  

Year 5 
 We have mapped out the National Curriculum learning objectives in order that throughout Year 5 and 6 pupils are taught to: 

Writing Plan their writing by: 

▪ identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for their own 

▪ noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary 

▪ in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings in what pupils have read, listened to or seen performed 

Draft and write by: 

▪ selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can change and enhance meaning 

▪ describing settings, characters and atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the action (in narratives) 

▪ précising longer passages 

▪ using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs 

▪ using further organisational and presentational devices to structure text and to guide the reader [for example, headings, bullet points, underlining] 

Evaluate and edit by: 

▪ assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing 

▪ proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance effects and clarify meaning 

▪ ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing 

▪ ensuring correct subject and verb agreement when using singular and plural, distinguishing between the language of speech and writing and choosing the appropriate register 

▪ proofreading for spelling and punctuation errors 

▪ performing their own compositions, using appropriate intonation, volume, and movement so that meaning is clear 



 

    
 
 
 

 
Year 5 
  Autumn One  Autumn Two Spring One Spring Two Summer One Summer Two 

 

 

Narrative 

Pupils will be taught: 

 

• Begin to write in 

narratives, describing 

settings, characters and 

atmosphere  

• Begin to select 

vocabulary and 

grammatical structures 

that reflect what the 

writing requires  

• Begin to use verb 

tenses consistently and 

correctly throughout 

their writing 

• Begin to use the range 

of punctuation taught 

at key stage 2 mostly 

correctly (e.g. inverted 

commas and other 

punctuation to indicate 

direct speech) 

Pupils will be taught: 

 

• Begin to write in 

narratives, describing 

settings, characters and 

atmosphere  

• Begin to select 

vocabulary and 

grammatical structures 

that reflect what the 

writing requires 

• Begin to use verb 

tenses consistently and 

correctly throughout 

their writing 

• Begin to use a range of 

devices to build 

cohesion (e.g. 

conjunctions, adverbials 

of time and place, 

pronouns, synonyms) 

within and across 

paragraphs 

• Begin to use the range 

of punctuation taught 

at key stage 2 correctly 

(e.g. inverted commas 

and other punctuation 

to indicate direct 

speech) 

 

 

Pupils will be taught: 

 

• To write in narratives, 

describing settings, 

characters and 

atmosphere  

• To select vocabulary 

and grammatical 

structures that reflect 

what the writing 

requires 

• Begin to use the perfect 

form of verbs to mark 

relationships of time 

and cause 

• Begin to use a range of 

devices to build 

cohesion (e.g. 

conjunctions, adverbials 

of time and place, 

pronouns, synonyms) 

within and across 

paragraphs 

• Begin to use verb 

tenses consistently and 

correctly throughout 

their writing 

• Begin to use the range 

of punctuation taught 

at key stage 2 mostly 

correctly (e.g. inverted 

commas and other 

punctuation to indicate 

direct speech) 

Pupils will be taught: 

 

• Begin to write in 

narratives, describing 

settings, characters and 

atmosphere and 

integrating dialogue to 

convey character and 

advance the action 

• To begin to use passive 

verbs to affect how 

information is 

presented 

• To use verb tenses 

consistently and 

correctly throughout 

their writing 

• Use the range of 

punctuation taught at 

key stage 2 mostly 

correctly (e.g. inverted 

commas and other 

punctuation to indicate 

direct speech) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pupils will be taught: 

 

• Begin to write in 

narratives, describing 

settings, characters and 

atmosphere and 

integrating dialogue to 

convey character and 

advance the action 

• To identify the audience 

for and purpose of the 

writing, selecting the 

appropriate form and 

using other similar 

writing as models for 

their own 

• To begin to distinguish 

between the language 

of speech and writing 

and choose the 

appropriate register 

• To use the range of 

punctuation taught at 

key stage 2 mostly 

correctly (e.g. inverted 

commas and other 

punctuation to indicate 

direct speech) 

 

 

 

 

Pupils will be taught: 

 

• To write in narratives, 

describing settings, 

characters and 

atmosphere and 

integrating dialogue to 

convey character and 

advance the action 

• To use the range of 

punctuation taught at 

key stage 2 mostly 

correctly (e.g. inverted 

commas and other 

punctuation to indicate 

direct speech) 

• To identify the audience 

for and purpose of the 

writing, selecting the 

appropriate form and 

using other similar 

writing as models for 

their own 

• Begin to use the perfect 

form of verbs to mark 

relationships of time 

and cause 

• To begin to use passive 

verbs to affect how 

information is 

presented 

• To use verb tenses 

consistently and 

correctly throughout 

their writing 



 

    
 
 
 

 

 To entertain To entertain To entertain To entertain To entertain To entertain 

 

Non-

Narrative 

• Begin to write 

effectively for a range of 

purposes and 

audiences, selecting 

language that shows 

good awareness of the 

reader  

• Begin to appropriate 

grammar and 

vocabulary, 

understanding how 

such choices can 

change and enhance 

meaning 

• Begin to use a colon to 

introduce a list 

• Begin to use 

organisational and 

presentational devices 

to structure text and to 

guide the reader (e.g. 

headings, sub-headings, 

bullet points) 

• Begin to write 

effectively for a range of 

purposes and 

audiences, selecting 

language that shows 

good awareness of the 

reader  

• To begin use a range of 

devices to build 

cohesion (e.g. 

conjunctions, adverbials 

of time and place, 

pronouns, synonyms) 

within and across 

paragraphs 

• Begin to use 

semicolons, colons or 

dashes to mark 

boundaries between 

independent clauses 

• Begin to appropriate 

grammar and 

vocabulary, 

understanding how 

such choices can 

change and enhance 

meaning 

• Begin to use 

organisational and 

presentational devices 

to structure text and to 

guide the reader (e.g. 

headings, sub-headings, 

bullet points) 

• Begin to write 

effectively for a range of 

purposes and 

audiences, selecting 

language that shows 

good awareness of the 

reader  

• Begin to use 

organisational and 

presentational devices 

to structure text and to 

guide the reader (e.g. 

headings, sub-headings, 

bullet points) 

• To begin to use modal 

verbs to suggest 

degrees of possibility 

• Begin to recognise 

vocabulary and 

structures that are 

appropriate for formal 

speech and writing, 

including subjunctive 

forms 

• Begin to use the perfect 

form of verbs to mark 

relationships of time 

and cause 

 

 

 

 

• To write effectively for a 

range of purposes and 

audiences, selecting 

language that shows 

good awareness of the 

reader  

• To begin to recognise 

vocabulary and 

structures that are 

appropriate for formal 

speech and writing, 

including subjunctive 

forms 

• To use organisational 

and presentational 

devices to structure text 

and to guide the reader 

(e.g. headings, sub-

headings, bullet points) 

• Begin to use 

semicolons, colons or 

dashes to mark 

boundaries between 

independent clauses 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• To write effectively for a 

range of purposes and 

audiences, selecting 

language that shows 

good awareness of the 

reader  

• To recognise vocabulary 

and structures that are 

appropriate for formal 

speech and writing, 

including subjunctive 

forms 

• To begin to distinguish 

between the language 

of speech and writing 

and choosing the 

appropriate register 

• To use a range of 

devices to build 

cohesion (e.g. 

conjunctions, adverbials 

of time and place, 

pronouns, synonyms) 

within and across 

paragraphs 

• To begin to use passive 

verbs to affect how 

information is 

presented 

 

 

• To write effectively for a 

range of purposes and 

audiences, selecting 

language that shows 

good awareness of the 

reader  

• To recognise vocabulary 

and structures that are 

appropriate for formal 

speech and writing, 

including subjunctive 

forms 

• To begin distinguish 

between the language 

of speech and writing 

and choosing the 

appropriate register 

• To begin use passive 

verbs to affect how 

information is 

presented 

• To use semicolons, 

colons or dashes to 

mark boundaries 

between independent 

clauses 

 

 

 

 



 

    
 
 
 

 

  

 To record events and 
feelings 

To instruct To discuss To recruit and explain To explain To inform 

 

Poetry 

• To begin write 

effectively for a range of 

purposes and 

audiences, selecting 

language that shows 

good awareness of the 

reader  

• To begin to select 

appropriate grammar 

and vocabulary, 

understanding how 

such choices can 

change and enhance 

meaning 

• To begin to perform 

their own compositions, 

using appropriate 

intonation, volume, and 

movement so that 

meaning is clear 

 

• To begin to perform 

their own compositions, 

using appropriate 

intonation, volume, and 

movement so that 

meaning is clear 

• To begin to write 

effectively for a range of 

purposes and 

audiences, selecting 

language that shows 

good awareness of the 

reader  

• To begin to select 

appropriate grammar 

and vocabulary, 

understanding how 

such choices can 

change and enhance 

meaning 

• To begin to use modal 

verbs to suggest 

degrees of possibility 

• To begin to write 

effectively for a range of 

purposes and 

audiences, selecting 

language that shows 

good awareness of the 

reader  

• To begin to appropriate 

grammar and 

vocabulary, 

understanding how 

such choices can 

change and enhance 

meaning 

• To begin to perform 

their own compositions, 

using appropriate 

intonation, volume, and 

movement so that 

meaning is clear 

 

 

• To write effectively for a 

range of purposes and 

audiences, selecting 

language that shows 

good awareness of the 

reader  

• To select appropriate 

grammar and 

vocabulary, 

understanding how 

such choices can 

change and enhance 

meaning 

• To perform their own 

compositions, using 

appropriate intonation, 

volume, and movement 

so that meaning is clear 

 

 

• To write effectively for a 

range of purposes and 

audiences, selecting 

language that shows 

good awareness of the 

reader  

• To select appropriate 

grammar and 

vocabulary, 

understanding how 

such choices can 

change and enhance 

meaning 

• To perform their own 

compositions, using 

appropriate intonation, 

volume, and movement 

so that meaning is clear 

• To begin to use modal 

verbs to suggest 

degrees of possibility 

 

 

• To perform their own 

compositions, using 

appropriate intonation, 

volume, and movement 

so that meaning is clear 

• To write effectively for a 

range of purposes and 

audiences, selecting 

language that shows 

good awareness of the 

reader  

• To select appropriate 

grammar and 

vocabulary, 

understanding how 

such choices can 

change and enhance 

meaning 

       



 

    
 
 
 

 

  

Year 5 
  Autumn One  Autumn Two Spring One Spring Two Summer One Summer Two 

Writing ▪ Words with the letter 

string ‘ough’ 

▪ Words with ‘silent’ 

letters 

▪ Words ending in ‘-able’ 

and ‘-ible’ 

▪ Homophones (isle/aisle, 

aloud/allowed, 

affect/effect, 

herd/heard, 

past/passed) 

▪ Statutory words 

▪ Use of spelling journals 

for etymology 

▪ Strategies for learning 

words: words from 

statutory and personal 

spelling lists 

▪ Plurals (adding ‘-s’, ‘-es’ 

and ‘-ies’ (revision) 

▪ Apostrophe for 

contraction and 

possession (revision) 

▪ Use of the hyphen 

▪ Strategies for learning 

words: words from 

statutory and personal 

spelling lists. 

▪ Proofreading, focusing 

on checking words from 

personal lists 

▪ Using a dictionary to 

support learning word 

roots, derivations and 

spelling patterns 

▪ Using dictionaries to 

create word webs 

▪ Strategies at the point 

of writing: building new 

words from known 

morphemes 

 

▪ Apostrophe for 

possession (revision) 

▪ Strategies for learning 

words: words from 

personal spelling lists 

▪ Rare GPCs (bruise, 

guarantee, immediately, 

vehicle, yacht) 

▪ Homophones (led/lead, 

steel/steal, alter/altar) 

▪ Statutory words 

▪ Building words from 

root words 

▪ Words with the /i:/ 

sound spelt ‘ei’ 

▪ ‘ei’ and ‘ie’ words 

▪ Proofreading: checking 

from another source 

after writing 

▪ Homophones (isle/ 

aisle, aloud/allowed, 

affect/effect, 

herd/heard, 

past/passed, led/lead, 

steel/steal, alter/altar)  

▪ Statutory words 

▪ Strategies for learning 

words: using a range of 

strategies  

▪ Strategies at the point 

of writing: using 

etymological/ 

morphological 

strategies for spelling 

▪ Using spelling journals 

for etymology 

▪ Proofreading for words 

on statutory list 

▪ Homophones 

(cereal/serial, 

father/farther, guessed/ 

guest, 

morning/mourning,  

who’s/whose) 

▪ Proofreading: use of 

dictionary to check 

words referring to first 

three or four letters 

▪ Proofreading: use of 

dictionary to check 

words 

▪ Strategies for learning 

words: problem suffixes 

▪ Homophones (isle/ 

aisle, aloud/allowed, 

affect/effect, 

herd/heard, 

past/passed, led/lead, 

steel/steal, alter/altar, 

cereal/serial, 

father/farther, guessed/ 

guest, 

morning/mourning,  

who’s/whose) 

• Handwriting and Presentation 

• Pupils will be taught to: 

• Write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed by: 

▪ choosing which shape of a letter to use when given choices and deciding whether or not to join specific letters 

▪ choosing the writing implement that is best suited for a task 

 



 

    
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
  

Year 5 

Speaking 

and 

Listening 

Focus: Paired Speaking 

and listening 

Focus: Paired Speaking 

and listening 

Focus: Group Speaking 

and listening 

Focus: Group Speaking 

and listening 

Focus: Independent 

Speaking and listening 

Focus: Independent 

Speaking and listening 

 
Pupils will be taught to: 

▪ collaborate - listening and responding appropriately to adults and their peers 

▪ ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge 

▪ use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary 

▪ articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions 

▪ give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, including for expressing feelings 

▪ maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on topic and initiating and responding to comments 

▪ use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas 

▪ speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English 

▪ participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play/improvisations and debates 

▪ gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s) 

▪ consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others 

▪ select and use appropriate registers for effective communication 

 



 

    
 
 
 

 

  

Year 6 
 We have mapped out the National Curriculum learning objectives in order that throughout Year 5 and 6 pupils are taught to: 

Writing Plan their writing by: 

▪ identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for their own 

▪ noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary 

▪ in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings in what pupils have read, listened to or seen performed 

Draft and write by: 

▪ selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can change and enhance meaning 

▪ describing settings, characters and atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the action (in narratives) 

▪ précising longer passages 

▪ using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs 

▪ using further organisational and presentational devices to structure text and to guide the reader [for example, headings, bullet points, underlining] 

Evaluate and edit by: 

▪ assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing 

▪ proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance effects and clarify meaning 

▪ ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing 

▪ ensuring correct subject and verb agreement when using singular and plural, distinguishing between the language of speech and writing and choosing the appropriate register 

▪ proofreading for spelling and punctuation errors 

▪ performing their own compositions, using appropriate intonation, volume, and movement so that meaning is clear 



 

    
 
 
 

 
Year 6 
  Autumn One  Autumn Two Spring One Spring Two Summer One Summer Two 

 

 

Narrative 

Pupils will be taught to: 

 

• write in narratives, 

describing settings, 

characters and 

atmosphere and 

integrating dialogue to 

convey character and 

advance the action 

• select vocabulary and 

grammatical structures 

that reflect what the 

writing requires  

• use semicolons, colons 

or dashes to mark 

boundaries between 

independent clauses 

• use the perfect form of 

verbs to mark 

relationships of time 

and cause 

• use verb tenses 

consistently and 

correctly throughout 

their writing 

• use the range of 

punctuation taught at 

key stage 2 mostly 

correctly (e.g. inverted 

commas and other 

punctuation to indicate 

direct speech) 

Pupils will be taught to: 

 

• use semicolons, colons 

or dashes to mark 

boundaries between 

independent clauses 

• write in narratives, 

describing settings, 

characters and 

atmosphere and 

integrating dialogue to 

convey character and 

advance the action 

• select vocabulary and 

grammatical structures 

that reflect what the 

writing requires 

• use a range of devices 

to build cohesion (e.g. 

conjunctions, adverbials 

of time and place, 

pronouns, synonyms) 

within and across 

paragraphs 

• use the range of 

punctuation taught at 

key stage 2 correctly 

(e.g. inverted commas 

and other punctuation 

to indicate direct 

speech) 

 

 

Pupils will be taught to: 

 

• use the perfect form of 

verbs to mark 

relationships of time 

and cause 

• write in narratives, 

describing settings, 

characters and 

atmosphere and 

integrating dialogue to 

convey character and 

advance the action 

• use a range of devices 

to build cohesion (e.g. 

conjunctions, adverbials 

of time and place, 

pronouns, synonyms) 

within and across 

paragraphs 

• use verb tenses 

consistently and 

correctly throughout 

their writing 

• use the range of 

punctuation taught at 

key stage 2 mostly 

correctly (e.g. inverted 

commas and other 

punctuation to indicate 

direct speech) 

 

Pupils will be taught to: 

 

• use passive verbs to 

affect how information 

is presented 

• write in narratives, 

describe settings, 

characters and 

atmosphere 

• use verb tenses 

consistently and 

correctly throughout 

their writing 

• use the range of 

punctuation taught at 

key stage 2 mostly 

correctly (e.g. inverted 

commas and other 

punctuation to indicate 

direct speech) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pupils will be taught to: 

 

• identify the audience 

for and purpose of the 

writing, selecting the 

appropriate form and 

using other similar 

writing as models for 

their own 

• distinguish between the 

language of speech and 

writing and choose the 

appropriate register 

• integrate dialogue to 

convey character  

• use the range of 

punctuation taught at 

key stage 2 mostly 

correctly (e.g. inverted 

commas and other 

punctuation to indicate 

direct speech) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pupils will be taught to: 

 

• use the range of 

punctuation taught at 

key stage 2 mostly 

correctly (e.g. inverted 

commas and other 

punctuation to indicate 

direct speech) 

• identify the audience 

for and purpose of the 

writing, selecting the 

appropriate form and 

using other similar 

writing as models for 

their own 

• integrate dialogue to 

convey character  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To entertain To entertain To entertain To entertain To entertain To entertain 



 

    
 
 
 

 

 

Non-

Narrative 

•  write effectively for a 

range of purposes and 

audiences, selecting 

language that shows 

good awareness of the 

reader  

•  selecting appropriate 

grammar and 

vocabulary, 

understanding how 

such choices can 

change and enhance 

meaning 

•  use a colon to 

introduce a list 

•  recognise vocabulary 

and structures that are 

appropriate for formal 

speech and writing, 

including subjunctive 

forms 

•  use further 

organisational and 

presentational devices 

to structure text and to 

guide the reader 

•  use a range of devices 

to build cohesion (e.g. 

conjunctions, adverbials 

of time and place, 

pronouns, synonyms) 

within and across 

paragraphs 

• write effectively for a 

range of purposes and 

audiences, selecting 

language that shows 

good awareness of the 

reader  

• recognise vocabulary 

and structures that are 

appropriate for formal 

speech and writing, 

including subjunctive 

forms 

• use a range of devices 

to build cohesion (e.g. 

conjunctions, adverbials 

of time and place, 

pronouns, synonyms) 

within and across 

paragraphs 

  

• use modal verbs to 

suggest degrees of 

possibility 

• write effectively for a 

range of purposes and 

audiences, selecting 

language that shows 

good awareness of the 

reader  

• recognise vocabulary 

and structures that are 

appropriate for formal 

speech and writing, 

including subjunctive 

forms 

• in non-narrative writing, 

use simple devices to 

structure the writing 

and support the reader 

(e.g. headings, sub-

headings, bullet points) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• use modal verbs to 

suggest degrees of 

possibility 

• write effectively for a 

range of purposes and 

audiences, selecting 

language that shows 

good awareness of the 

reader  

• recognise vocabulary 

and structures that are 

appropriate for formal 

speech and writing, 

including subjunctive 

forms 

• in non-narrative writing, 

use simple devices to 

structure the writing 

and support the reader 

(e.g. headings, sub-

headings, bullet points) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• write effectively for a 

range of purposes and 

audiences, selecting 

language that shows 

good awareness of the 

reader  

• integrate dialogue to 

convey character 

• recognise vocabulary 

and structures that are 

appropriate for formal 

speech and writing, 

including subjunctive 

forms 

• distinguish between the 

language of speech and 

writing and choosing 

the appropriate register 

 

use a range of devices to 

build cohesion (e.g. 

conjunctions, adverbials of 

time and place, pronouns, 

synonyms) within and across 

paragraphs 

 

use passive verbs to affect 

how information is 

presented 

• write effectively for a 

range of purposes and 

audiences, selecting 

language that shows 

good awareness of the 

reader  

• integrate dialogue to 

convey character 

• recognise vocabulary 

and structures that are 

appropriate for formal 

speech and writing, 

including subjunctive 

forms 

• distinguish between the 

language of speech and 

writing and choosing 

the appropriate register 

 

use a range of devices to 

build cohesion (e.g. 

conjunctions, adverbials of 

time and place, pronouns, 

synonyms) within and across 

paragraphs 

 

use passive verbs to affect 

how information is 

presented 

 To discuss To persuade To instruct To inform To debate To explain 



 

    
 
 
 

 

  

 

Poetry 

• write effectively for a 

range of purposes and 

audiences, selecting 

language that shows 

good awareness of the 

reader  

• selecting appropriate 

grammar and 

vocabulary, 

understanding how 

such choices can 

change and enhance 

meaning 

• use modal verbs to 

suggest degrees of 

possibility 

 

 

 

 

 

• perform their own 

compositions, using 

appropriate intonation, 

volume, and movement 

so that meaning is clear 

• write effectively for a 

range of purposes and 

audiences, selecting 

language that shows 

good awareness of the 

reader  

• selecting appropriate 

grammar and 

vocabulary, 

understanding how 

such choices can 

change and enhance 

meaning 

 

 

 

• write effectively for a 

range of purposes and 

audiences, selecting 

language that shows 

good awareness of the 

reader  

• selecting appropriate 

grammar and 

vocabulary, 

understanding how 

such choices can 

change and enhance 

meaning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• write effectively for a 

range of purposes and 

audiences, selecting 

language that shows 

good awareness of the 

reader  

• selecting appropriate 

grammar and 

vocabulary, 

understanding how 

such choices can 

change and enhance 

meaning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• write effectively for a 

range of purposes and 

audiences, selecting 

language that shows 

good awareness of the 

reader  

• selecting appropriate 

grammar and 

vocabulary, 

understanding how 

such choices can 

change and enhance 

meaning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• perform their own 

compositions, using 

appropriate intonation, 

volume, and movement 

so that meaning is clear 

• write effectively for a 

range of purposes and 

audiences, selecting 

language that shows 

good awareness of the 

reader  

• selecting appropriate 

grammar and 

vocabulary, 

understanding how 

such choices can 

change and enhance 

meaning 

 

 To entertain To entertain To entertain To entertain  To entertain To entertain 



 

    
 
 
 

 

  

Year 6 
  Autumn One  Autumn Two Spring One Spring Two Summer One Summer Two 

Writing ▪ Words ending ‘-able’‘-

‘ably’, and ‘-ible’/‘-ibly’ 

▪ Words ending ‘-able’ 

and ‘-ible’ 

▪ Adding suffixes 

beginning with vowels 

to words ending in ‘-fer’ 

Proofreading in smaller 

chunks (sentences, 

paragraphs) 

▪ Statutory words 

▪ SATs Prep 

▪ Homophones (‘ce’/‘se’) 

▪ Endings that sound like 

/ʃəs/ spelt ‘-cious’ or ‘-

tious’ 

▪ Statutory words 

▪ SATs Prep 

▪ Words with ‘ough’ letter 

string 

▪ Words ending ‘-cial’ 

and ‘-tial’ 

▪ Statutory words 

▪ SATs Prep 

▪ Homophones (dessert/ 

desert, stationery/ 

stationary, 

complement/ 

compliment, principle/ 

principal, 

prophet/profit) 

▪ Homophones (all 

taught homophones 

from KS2) 

▪ Generating words from 

prefixes and roots 

▪ Statutory words 

▪ SATs Prep 

 

▪ Strategies for learning 

words: rare GPCs from 

statutory word list 

▪ Strategies for learning 

words: words from 

statutory and personal 

spelling lists 

▪ Words ending in ‘ant’, ‘-

ance and ‘-ancy’ 

▪ Proofreading own 

writing independently 

▪ Root words and 

meaning 

▪ Words ending ‘-ent’, ‘-

ence’ and ‘-ency’ 

▪ Homophones (draught/ 

draft, dissent/descent, 

precede/proceed, wary/ 

weary) 

Strategies for learning 

words: commonly misspelt 

homophones 

• Handwriting and Presentation 

• Pupils will be taught to: 

• Write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed by: 

▪ choosing which shape of a letter to use when given choices and deciding whether or not to join specific letters 

▪ choosing the writing implement that is best suited for a task 

 



 

    
 
 
 

 

 

 

Year 6 

Speaking 

and 

Listening 

Focus: Paired Speaking 

and listening 

Focus: Paired Speaking 

and listening 

Focus: Group Speaking 

and listening 

Focus: Group Speaking 

and listening 

Focus: Independent 

Speaking and listening 

Focus: Independent 

Speaking and listening 

 
▪ Pupils will be taught to: 

▪ listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers 

▪ ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge 

▪ use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary 

▪ articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions 

▪ give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, including for expressing feelings 

▪ maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on topic and initiating and responding to comments 

▪ use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas 

▪ speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English 

▪ participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play/improvisations and debates 

▪ gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s) 

▪ consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others 

▪ select and use appropriate registers for effective communication 


